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Chapter 1: When

hina ang

Chinese

Drama

AN ANTHOLOGY
Edited by Edward M. Gunn

MR AR BIES (=+
B2z B AR ) .

Introduction

On April 11 and 12, 1919 in Columbus, Ohio, Hong Shen (1894-1955), then a student

majoring in ceramic engineering at The Ohio State University (OSU), staged The Wedded

Husband (Wei zhi youshi, TWH),” a “realistic Chinese play™ he had written for a

graduate-level English seminar, at the campus chapel® before a receptive audience of

m both the OSU and the gene olumbus

communit quirics from established scholars of Oriental
study located in the Midwest and along the East Coast, Hong Shen gained the confidence
to forgo his original goal of “saving the nation by means of a substantial industry” (shiye
Jjiuguo), i.e., engineering, to instead chart a career path in drama, where his true passion
and talent lay. In May 1919, Hong Shen included 7H#H as part of his successful
application to Harvard’s first and most prestigious playwrights program, Workshop 47,
which was organized by Professor George P. Baker (1866-1935). Hong Shen also
became involved in writing and staging English-language plays in the Cambridge and

New York arcas. Finally, in 1921, TWH was published in Poer Lore magazine, a literary
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